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To  the  Old  Fletton  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman  &  Members  of  the  Council, 

1  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 

STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . F.  D.  F.  Steede,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  . L.  Dearden,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.S.I.A. 


The  general  health  of  the  district  remains  very  good  indeed, 
and  the  vital  statistics  bear  favourable  comparision  with  those  of  the 
remainder  of  the  Country,  apart  from  the  death  rate  which  is  very 
slightly  higher  at  13.7  per  1,000  population. 

The  population  figure  continues  its  tendency  to  increase  year 
bv  year  and  is  closely  connected  with  the  increasing  demands  for 
labour  made  by  industry  in  the  district  and  in  the  adjoining  City  of 
Peterborough. 
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In  spite  of  the  proximity  of  Peterborough,  there  is  a  strong 
community  spirit  a  spirit  fostered  by  several  able  bodies  of  enthusi¬ 
astic  social  workers  who  are  responsible  for  the  smooth  running  of  such 
organizations  as  the  Youth  and  Old  People’s  Clubs.  The  influence  of 
the  Youth  Organisations  is  playing  no  small  part  in  assisting  parents 
to  bring  up  their  children  to  become  useful  citizens  and  in  ensuring 
that  there  is  virtually  no  hooliganism  in  the  district. 

Difficulties  are  still  being  experienced  in  getting  old  people  in¬ 
to  hospitals  or  homes,  and  with  an  ageing  population,  every  device 
must  be  employed,  such  as  more  extensive  use  of  the  Home  Help 
Service  etc.,  to  keep  old  people  in  their  own  homes  as  long  as  possible. 

Long  delay  too,  in  gaining  admission  to  residential  accomo¬ 
dation  for  children  in  whom  there  exists  a  considerable  degree  of 
mental  deficiency  causes  many  difficulties  in  the  family  home. 

Housing  progress  has  been  exceptionally  satisfactory,  and  while 
houses  built  by  the  Council  are  likely  to  be  very  much  less  next  year, 
the  number  built  privately  is  likely  to  show  a  big  increase.  Neverthe¬ 
less  the  requirements  of  slum  clearance  will  probably  necessitate  a 
figure  in  excess  of  50  houses  over  the  next  five  years  (though  accurate 
figures  must  await  completion  of  the  Housing  Survey)  while  the  list 
of  housing  applicants  stood  at  120  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  applications  were  made  and 
approved  forlmprovement  Grants.  There  are  indications  that  this 
number  should  show  a  substantial  increase  as  knowledge  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  grant  spreads,  since  there  are  quite  a  considerable 
number  of  properties  in  the  district  which  could  be  dealt  with  in  this 
wav. 

Houseboats  are  continuing  to  cause  a  great  deal  of  anxiety,  and 
some  method  of  control  would  be  very  desirable  since  overcrowding 
occurs  readilv,  and  the  boats,  in  many  instances,  are  quite  unsatis¬ 
factory  for  human  habitation- — apart  altogether  from  the  danger 
of  drowning  to  young  children. 

Disappointing!}7  slow  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year 
on  the  extension  to  the  Sewerage  Works.  Delay  in  implementing 
the  water  scheme  to  improve  pressure  too,  is  causing  anxiety  as  new 
building,  both  in  this  district  and  in  the  adjoining  district  of  Norman 
Cross,  continues  to  aggravate  the  position. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  say  how  much  I  value  the  ready 
co-operation  which  I  have  continued  to  experience  from  all  Members 
of  the  Council  and  all  their  officers  and  staff. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  .  3029  acres 

Estimated  Population  (mid  1954)  9240 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1954  2801 

Rateable  Value,  31/12/54  £49,907 

Value  of  Penny  Rate,  31/3/1954  £193 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

15.4 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Kate  per  1000  total  births  . 

...  20.7 

DEATHS 

Death  rate  per  1000  population 

12.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Nil 

Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  14.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  14.9 

Illegitimate  ,,  ,,  ,,  illegitimate  ,,  ,,  .  Nil 


Actual  Number 
of  Deaths 
All  Infants 
1,000  Live  Births 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  Nil 


1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 


I 

6 

7 

4 

2 

8.1 

36.4 

53.4 

30.1 

14.5 

Death 


Rates 

Per 


RATES 


Per  1 ,000  Population 

Per  1 ,000 
LiveBirths 

Live 

Still 

Crude 

Death 

Stand¬ 

ardized 

Death 

Infantile 

Births 

Births 

Rate 

Rate 

Mortality 

Old  Fletton 

15.4 

0.3 

12.7 

13.7 

14.1 

England  &  Wales 

15.2 

0.36 

1 1.3 

11.3 

25.5 

4 


The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths 
from  all  causes  (Registrar-General’s  figures): 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

All  Causes. 

65 

52 

117 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

- — 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— • 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

S.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases  . 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

4 

IT  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

1 

1 

2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

3 

10 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

• — 

— 

— 

16  Diabetes 

- — 

2 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

3 

7 

10 

18.  Coronarv  disease,  angina  . 

12 

6 

18 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

4 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

15 

12 

27 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  . 

1 

2 

3 

22.  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia 

5 

— 

5 

24.  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

1 

- — 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

— 

— 

—  ! 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

■ — 

■ — 

- - 

28.  Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

1 

I 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

o 

— 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

- — 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

_ — 

1 

32.  Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases  . 

6 

5 

11 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

2 

— 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

35.  Suicide 

2 

4 

6 

36.  Homicide  &  operations  of  war 

— 

■ - 

— 
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general  provision  of  health  services  for  the 

AREA. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities : 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  general  arrangements  during 
the  past  year.  Bacteriological  specimens  from  Practitioners  in 
the  district  are  examined  at  the  Pathological  Department  of  the 
Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough,  or  by  the  Pathological 
Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities  : 

(1)  For  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  a  motor  ambulance  is 
available  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Peterborough. 

(2)  For  nondnfectious  and  accident  cases  the  area  is  covered  by 
the  ambulance  service  of  the  Soke  of  Peterborough  County 
Council  under  an  agreement  with  Huntingdon  County  Council, 
which  is  the  Local  Health  Authority  responsible.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  is  working  satisfactorily. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home  : 

Nursing  in  the  district  is  carried  on  by  two  qualified  nurses 
employed  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council.  Both  nurses  are 
certified  midwives  and  attend  the  majority  of  maternity  cases 
under  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Scheme. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor  and  a  report  with  details  of  home  conditions  and 
circumstances  is  completed. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres: 

Infant  Welfare  work  in  the  district  is  still  carried  out  by 
the  Fletton  and  District  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Association  by 
arrangement  with  Huntingdon  County  Council.  The  Infant  Welfare 
Clinic  has  weekly  sessions  on  Tuesdays  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

The  following  additional  Clinics  are  provided  :■ — 


School  Clinic 

(Minor  Ailment)  London  Road  Clinic,  Old  Fletton, 

Every  Wednesday  10 — 12. 

Eyes  London  Road  Clinic.  By  Appt. 

Dental  Clinic  High  Street,  Old  Fletton. 

Tuberculosis  1,  Thorpe  Road,  Peterborough, 

Every  Monday  2- — 4  p.m.  By  Appt. 
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Orthopaedic 


Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough, 
2nd  Tuesday  in  the  month. 

By  Appt. 


Nose,  Throat  &  Ear  Clinic  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough, 

Every  Wednesday  at  3  p.m. 

By  Appt. 

Venereal  Diseases  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough, 

Women  Only — Wednesday  5.30 — 
7  p.m.  Friday  10.30 — 12  noon. 
Men  Only — Monday  5.30 — 7  p.m. 

Thursday  5.30—7  p.m. 

Ante  Natal  .  .  London  Road  Clinic,  Old  Fletton, 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  in  the 
Month,  2 — 4  p.m. 

(e)  Hospitals  : 

(1)  Fever — The  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  is  carried  out  at 
the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  at  Peterborough. 

(2)  General  hospital  services  including  Out-patient  facilities  are 
provided  at  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital. 

(3)  Provision  is  made  for  Maternity  Cases  at  The  Gables, 
Peterborough. 
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To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1954. 


NUISANCES. 

Abated  as  a  result  of  informal  action  .  .  .  47 

Abated  as  a  result  of  Statutory  action  .  4 


Analysis 

No. 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Premises 

28 

20 

Smoke  Pollution  .  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

1 

2 

Foul  ditches  etc. 

1 

4 

Drains 

7 

24 

Dampness 

10 

25 

Animals 

Nil 

Nil 

Offensive  trades  (Health  Act  1936)  .  No.  established  Nil 

No.  of  inspections  .  Nil 

Water  Closets  .  .  New  provided  164 

Ashbins  .  .  .  New  provided  203 

HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ....  .  71 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  213 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (inc.  under  sub-head  (1) 

above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  36 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  65 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  .  3 

4  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  68 


During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954,  the  Council  com¬ 
pleted  141  houses,  and  34  were  erected  by  private  enterprise;  almost 
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double  the  number  of  houses  produced  during  the  preceeding  year. 
This  increase  was  predicted  in  my  report  for  that  year  and  was  due  to 
simultaneous  completions  on  the  Southfield  and  Chapel  Street  Estates. 
It  will  be  noted  that  private  houses  are  now  being  built  in  increasing 
numbers  and  I  anticipate  that  they  will  form  a  considerable  propor¬ 
tion  of  next  year's  total  housing  output. 

The  method  of  allocation  of  council  houses  was  changed  during 
the  year  from  a  “points"  system  to  one  relying  solely  upon  the  date 
of  application.  This  was  possible  because  no-one  on  the  list  had  been 
an  applicant  for  two  years,  and  almost  all  cases  of  genuinely  severe 
hardship  had  been  re-housed. 

This  alteration  simplified  the  administrative  side  of  housing 
allocations  considerably,  and  also  proved  more  satisfactory  to  appli¬ 
cants  who  could  more  easily  appreciate  the  reason  for  their  particular 
position  on  the  waiting  list. 


Housing  Act,  1949  (Improvement  Grants) 

Little  advantage  has  been  taken  by  property  owners  of  the 
provision  of  grants  under  the  above  Act  up  to  the  end  of  this  year.  It 
is  hoped  that  with  the  wider  publicity  which  is  now  being  given  to 
these  grants,  the  number  of  applications  will  increase. 

The  photographs  displayed  are  illustrative  of  the  improvements 
which  can  be  effected  in  houses  that,  due  to  the  lack  of  amenities,  are 
in  danger  of  becoming  sub-standard. 

The  property  consisted  of  a  terrace  of  five  houses  all  reason¬ 
ably  well-maintained,  but  having  no  internal  water  supply,  either  hot 
or  cold  no  bathroom  and  with  one  exception,  no  internal  W.C.  The 
life  of  the  property,  especially  after  the  works  envisaged,  was  beyond 
that  required  by  the  Act,  and  the  estimated  expenditure  also  fell 
within  the  specified  limits. 

Plans,  a  specification  and  three  competitive  tenders  were  sub¬ 
mitted  bv  the  applicant’s  professional  adviser,  whose  fees  ranked  for 
grant.  The  Council  made  a  grant  to  the  owner  of  50%  of  the  lowest 
tender  price,  and  at  the  same  time  fixed  the  new  rentals — to  which 
all  tenants  had  agreed. 

Certain  small  items  of  work  which  fell  outside  the  scope  of  im¬ 
provements  were  carried  out  by  the  owner  at  the  same  time,  but  did 
not  of  course  attract  a  grant. 

The  Council  feel  that  it  is  precisely  this  type  of  rented  property 
with  which  the  Act  was  intended  to  deal. 
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REAR  OF  PROPERTIES  BEFORE  WORK. 
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REAR  VIEW  OF  PROPERTIES 


AFTER  WORK. 
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KITCHEN  BEFORE  WORKS  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 
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KITCHEN  AFTER  WORKS 


OF  IMPROVEMENT 
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DISINFESTATION. 


No.  of  houses  infested  .  (a)  Council — Nil.  (b)  Private — 3 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  .  (a)  Council — Nil.  (b)  Private — 1 

DISINFECTION. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  35  No.  of  inspections  ..  32 

Rooms  disinfected  (a)  Tuberculosis  6  (b)  Others  1 

Schools  disinfected  .  ...  Nil 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  total  demand  on  the  water  supply  continues  to  rise  with 
the  expansion  of  housing  and  industry  in  the  area,  and  reduced  pres¬ 
sure  at  times  of  peak  demand  remains  a  constant  worry.  Negotiations 
connected  with  the  acquisition  of  land  for  a  mains  duplication  scheme 
are  proving  difficult  and  are  delaying  the  commencement  of  this  work. 
An  alternative  source  of  supply  to  the  Southfields  Estate,  at  present 
supplied  solely  from  the  Whittlesey  Road  main,  is  necessary,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  commence  this  during  the  next  vear,  when  the  Coneygree 
Road  extension  is  laid. 

In  order  to  obtain  realistic  figures  of  water  used  during  building 
operations,  and  by  the  occupiers  of  typical  modern  semi-detached 
houses,  the  supply  to  a  new  estate  has  been  metered  since  its  inception. 
The  figures  obtained  will  enable  future  discussions  upon  water  charges 
to  be  based  upon  factual  evidence. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Work  continued  during  the  year  upon  the  Sewage  Works  ex¬ 
tension,  but  the  rate  of  progress  was  disappointing  arid  it  became 
clear  that  an  extension  of  the  contract  time  would  be  necessary.  The 
new  sludge  drying  beds  were  brought  into  use  during  the  year  because 
of  the  pressing  need  for  increased  drying  area.  In  view  of  the  rapidly 
increasing  volume  of  sewerage,  the  completion  of  these  works  during 
the  next  year  is  vital. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

During  the  year  a  “fore  and  aft”  S.  &  D.  tipper  was  purchased, 
the  previous  side-loading  vehicle  being  sold.  This  had  the  effect  of 
reducing  the  number  of  time-wasting  journeys  to  Peterborough  Tip  by 
approximately  one-third,  reduced  the  very  high  repair  charges  which 
were  being  incurred  on  the  old  vehicle  to  a  very  small  figure  and 
assisted  in  maintaining  the  improved  rate  of  collection. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 


An  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  during  the  year 
and  as  a  result,  inspection  of  food  premises  was  possible  on  an  in¬ 
creased  scale.  All  works  canteens  were  visited  and  although  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  hygiene  was  in  general  satisfactory,  several  deficiencies  were 
brought  to  the  owners  notice. 

Meat  was  derationed  during  the  year  and  three  slaughterhouses 
were,  after  necessary  repairs  and  modifications,  licensed.  All  carcases 
slaughtered  were  inspected,  condemned  meat  and  offals  being  disposed 
of  through  a  local  firm  which  converts  these  into  industrial  products. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  bulk  of  milk  sold  in  this  district  is  now  pasteurised,  being 
sold  on  a  supplementary  licence  relating  to  a  plant  in  Peterborough. 

TENTS,  CARAVANS  AND  SHEDS. 

A  colony  of  converted  bus-bodies,  occupied  mainly  by  aliens, 
was  set  up  during  the  year.  After  repeated  warnings,  legal  action 
was  taken  by  the  Council,  and  fines  were  imposed  by  the  Court  against 
each  occupier,  together  with  the  owner  of  the  land  concerned.  Indi¬ 
vidual  vans  were  found  from  time  to  time,  but  their  length  of  stay 
was  insufficient  to  warrant  legal  proceedings. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1937. 


Factories  .  .  ......  Total  number  on  Register 

(including  bakehouses)  21 

No.  in  which  nuisances 
abated  .  Nil 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  No.  on  register  .  3 

No.  in  which  nuisances 
abated  .  Nil 

Homework  .  .  No.  of  outworkers  .  Nil 


Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc.  ...  .  .  Nil 

Convictions  .  Nil 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES: 

No.  of  shops  inspected  .  .  .  .  .  60 

Total  No.  of  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  60 

No.  requiring  additional  heating  .  .  .  .  Nil 

No.  requiring  additional  ventilation  .  .  Nil 

No.  requiring  additional  sanitary  conveniences  .  .  Nil 


L.  DEARDEN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  in  the  area  during  1954. 


Total  Deaths 


Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


For  yet  another  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred,  but  in 
spite  of  this,  the  responsibility  of  parents  to  ensure  that  their  children 
are  immunised  before  their  first  birthday  (by  their  own  doctor  or  at 
a  County  Council  clinic)  remains,  for  freedom  from  this  dread  disease 
depends  on  a  high  all  round  level  of  immunity.  No  case  of  poliomyelitis 
either  was  notified,  and  it  seems  nol  too  much  to  hope  that  the  future 
holds  out  a  promise  that  this  disease  may  also  be  controlled. 

The  20  food-poisoning  cases  were  all  accounted  for  in  a  single 
out-break  due  to  abscesses  in  a  pig  carcase.  This  emphasizes  the  need 
for  regular  and  methodical  meat  inspection. 

Tuberculosis. 
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I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  D.  F.  STEEDE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


18 


